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NDSU, UND faculty complete 
renewable energy projects

NDSU and University of North Dakota faculty 
recently completed five energy-related seed grant 
projects as part of the Department of Energy’s 
North Dakota Experimental Program to Stimu-
late Competitive Research (EPSCoR) infrastruc-
ture improvement program. 

The purpose of this seed grant program is to 
assist in developing NDSU and UND research 
capabilities related to sustainable energy. A panel 
of sustainable energy experts from inside and 
outside the university system reviewed proposals 
for this competitive seed grant program.

The grants, which ran from May 2007 through 
December 2008, were awarded as follows:

• Sivaguru Jayaraman, assistant professor of chemistry, “Imprinting 
Molecular Chirality During Light-Induced Transformations in  
Solution,” $22,000

• Chad Ulven, assistant professor of mechanical engineering and 
applied mechanics, “Ultra-lightweight Polymer Composites for 
Wind Energy System  – Turbine Blade Structures,” $49,770

• Soizik Laguette, assistant professor in the UND John D.  
Odegard School of Aerospace Sciences, Department of Earth Sys-
tem Science and Policy, “Spectral Characterization of Switchgrass 
for Biomass Energy and Biofuel Quality,” $32,295

• Hossein Salehfar, professor in the UND School of Engineering 
and Mines, Department of Electrical Engineering, “Modeling of 
Proton Exchange Membrane Fuel Cell and Electrolyzer Using 
Electrochemical Impedance Spectroscopy Technique,” $18,000

• Julia Zhao, associate professor in the UND College of Arts and 
Sciences, Department of Chemistry, “Development of TiO2 
Nanocatalysts for Sustainable Energy,” $50,000

Based on the productivity documented by the participants, 
the seed grant program was a success. The grants resulted in 
15 refereed publications and 12 technical presentations. Seed 
grant awardees also submitted 16 proposals for further research 
valued at $3,352,000 and were awarded seven grants totaling 
$1,704,000 based on work performed under their seed grants. 
The North Dakota Department of Energy EPSCoR seed grant 
program was administered by the North Dakota Sustainable 
Energy Research Initiative (ND SUNRISE) in coordination with 
the North Dakota EPSCoR program.

For more information, contact Ulven, who also serves as associ-
ate director of North Dakota SUNRISE, at chad.ulven@ndsu.edu 
or 1-5641.

Young to lead science  
curriculum pilot project

The National Research Center for Career and Technical Education 
announces the selection of North Dakota as the site of the pilot 
launch of Science-in-Career and Technical Education (CTE), a 
research project designed to parallel aspects of the successful Math-
in-CTE curriculum integration model. R. Brent Young, assistant 
professor of agricultural education, will serve as North Dakota’s 
project director.

“The Science-in-CTE study will employ an experimental design 
rarely used in educational research,” Young said. “Agricultural 
education teachers in North Dakota are excited to be a part of 
this cutting-edge project.” Teacher professional development for 
the project is expected to begin in the late fall of 2009.

“North Dakota represents a great match for the pilot of Science-
in-CTE because of their history with Math-in-CTE and the 
enthusiastic administrative support system already in place,” said 
center director James R. Stone III. 

An implementer of the Math-in-CTE model for the past three 
years, North Dakota’s adoption of the Science-in-CTE integration 
model is supported by the state’s Department of Career and  
Technical Education, which will provide additional funding to 
support the teachers’ attendance. 

“This model has been so successful and well received by teachers 
who have participated,” said Wayne Kutzer, North Dakota direc-
tor of Career and Technical Education. “The impact this model has 
on enhancing academic concepts through traditional CTE courses 
has been impressive.”

“I am pleased that once again, North Dakota educators will have 
the opportunity to be leaders through their participation in 
the Science-in-CTE curriculum integration study,” said Wayne 
Sanstead, North Dakota superintendent of public instruction.

Approved by the Office of Vocational and Adult Education, U.S. 
Department of Education, the funding agency for the National 
Research Center for Career and Technical Education, the Science-
in-CTE pilot project will focus on the effects of enhancing those 
components of the academic disciplines of chemistry and biology 
that are present in the agriculture curriculum. 

Jayaraman

Ulven

Pictured from left to right: Wayne Kutzer, R. Brent Young, Donna Pearson 
and Wayne Sanstead
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Sung featured as soloist  
for symphony performance

Violinist Benjamin Sung, adjunct music faculty 
member, was the featured soloist during the 
Fargo-Moorhead Symphony Orchestra’s first 
performance of the season, Sept. 26-27. He per-
formed “Chaconne” by John Corigliano, which 
was featured in the 1998 film “The Red Violin.”

The theme for the performances was music from 
movies and included “An American in Paris” by 

George Gershwin from “An American in Paris;” “Adagio for Strings” 
by Samuel Barber from “Platoon;” and “Symphony No. 1” by  
Johannes Brahms from Ethan Hawke’s 2000 version of “Hamlet.”

Additional information is available at www.fmsymphony.org.

Northern Crops Institute  
boards elect officers
Dan Wiltse, a producer from Lisbon, N.D., was elected chair  
of the Northern Crops Council at a reorganizational meeting 
June 29. The Northern Crops Council is the 18-member govern-
ing body of the Northern Crops Institute.

Wiltse, who represents the North Dakota Oilseed Council, is 
serving his second three-year term on the council. 

Laird Larson, a producer from Clark, S.D., will continue on the 
council as past chair. He represents the South Dakota Wheat 
Commission.

The Northern Crops Council elected David Clough, a producer 
from Fessenden, N.D., as vice-chair. Clough represents the North 
Dakota Wheat Commission. He began his first three-year term on 
the council in 2007.

Karolyn Zurn, a producer from Callaway, Minn., joined the 
Northern Crops Council this year. She represents the Minnesota 
Soybean Growers Association.

Claude Richard, a producer from Fargo begins his second three-
year term in the permanent council seat held by the North 
Dakota Soybean Council.

The council recognized Mark Askegaard, a producer from Fargo, 
for six years of service. Askegaard represented the Minnesota 
Soybean Research and Promotion Council.

Six seats on the Northern Crops Council are permanently oc-
cupied by NDSU’s president, North Dakota Commissioner of 
Agriculture and representatives of the North Dakota Wheat  
Commission, North Dakota Oilseed Council, North Dakota Bar-
ley Council and North Dakota Soybean Council. 

At the Industry Advisory Board meeting June 30, John McLean, 
Cargill, West Fargo, N.D., was re-elected to a third term as chair.

Alan Slater from Busch Agricultural Resources, West Fargo, N.D., 
joined the board this year. 

NDSU softball team adds  
Weil to coaching staff

Brittany Weil, former University of Iowa Hawk-
eye’s softball team standout, has joined the NDSU 
women’s fastpitch softball coaching staff as a gradu-
ate assistant. She will work with pitchers. 

Weil was an all-region and all-conference hon-
oree for the Hawkeyes and the seventh overall 
pick in the National Pro Fastpitch Senior Draft 
by the Akron Racers. She left the University of 

Iowa with school records for strikeouts, innings pitched, com-
plete games, games pitched and no-hitters. 

She graduated from Iowa in May with a bachelor’s degree in com-
munication studies. 

NDSU Alumni Band names  
Witt as Honored Alumnus
The NDSU Alumni Band has named Kurt Witt as their 2009 
Honored Alumnus. Witt is currently the winds marketing  
manager of Yamaha Corporation’s Band and Orchestral Division 
in Los Angeles.

Each year, the NDSU Alumni Band honors a former member who 
has made significant contributions to the music world. Witt was 
selected for his background as a performer, educator and board 
member in the National Association of Young Music Merchants. 
He also is the recipient of many awards, including the coveted 
Yamaha President’s Award in 2008 and was named the NDSU 
College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences Distinguished 
Alumnus in 2007.

Witt will be honored during the 2009 Homecoming activities 
on Oct. 2-3. He graduated in 1991 with a bachelor’s degree in 
secondary music education with a focus on piano and trombone.

Sublett attends international 
voice conference

Virginia Sublett, associate professor of voice, 
attended the International Congress of Voice 
Teachers Conference in Paris in July. The event 
was held at the famous Folies Bergerés in the 
Opera District of Paris.

More than 420 voice teachers from 38 countries, 
including 87 members of the American National 
Association of Teachers of Singing, assembled 

for five days of sessions on topics as diverse as Latin American 
song, teaching junior high boys, vocal improvisation, and the 
Accent Method of breathing. Participants came from every part 
of the world, including Australia, New Zealand, North and South 
America, Asia, Europe and North Africa.

people
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Institute to honor four  
transportation leaders

Four transportation leaders will be honored  
Oct. 8 when the Upper Great Plains Transporta-
tion Institute holds its annual awards banquet 
at the Fargo Holiday Inn. Honorees include 
Steve McCormick Sr., executive vice president of 
Northern Improvement Co.; Delta Daggett, long-
time leader in the trucking industry and former 
head of Daggett Truck Line of Frazee, Minn.; 
David Sprynczynatyk, North Dakota Adjutant 
General and former North Dakota director of 
transportation; and Terry Placek, comptroller 
proponency program manager and chief, Comp-
troller Proponency Office in the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for the U.S. Army.

The institute also will award two $1,500 scholar-
ships to civil engineering students. Garrett 
Brunell, a senior from Elk River, Minn., and 
Thomas Kading, a senior from Park Rapids, 
Minn., will receive Transportation Engineering 
Scholarships. The scholarships recognize academ-
ic achievement and promote the education of 
transportation students at NDSU and are funded 
by the Mountain-Plains Consortium, an NDSU-
led consortium of universities working together 
under the U.S. Department of Transportation’s 
University Transportation Centers Program.

The banquet will begin with a social at 5:15 p.m. 
and dinner at 6:45 p.m. Tickets are $30 and 
available from Kathy McCarthy at 1-7767.

McCormick will receive the John M. Agrey 
Award. The award recognizes and honors an in-
dividual who has made significant contributions 
to the state of North Dakota, its citizens and its 
business community through involvement in 
transportation. 

Daggett will receive the Lifetime Achievement 
Award. The award recognizes an individual who 
has had a distinguished career in a transporta-
tion-related field and who has exhibited long-
term professional excellence in the field  
of transportation. 

Sprynczynatyk will receive the Chairman’s 
Award. The award honors an individual for con-
tributions to transportation research, education 

and outreach at NDSU, and contributions to the viability of the 
Upper Great Plains Transportation Institute. The award recogniz-
es Sprynczynatyk’s leadership as chair of the Upper Great Plains 
Transportation Institute’s advisory board from 2003-06. 

Placek will receive the 2009 Special Achievement Award for  
Education. The award recognizes her expertise, advice, on-going 
support and tireless promotion of the transportation and logis-
tics academic programs at NDSU.

NDSU Art Cinema Series begins
The NDSU Art Cinema Series, a collaboration with the NDSU 
Department of Visual Arts and Fargo Theatre, will begin Monday, 
Oct. 5, at 7 p.m. with the showing of “Nosferatu” (1979 version). 
Tickets cost $5.

In the film, Jonathan Harker is sent away to Count Dracula’s 
castle to sell him a house in Varna, where he lives. But Count 
Dracula is a vampire, an undead ghoul living off men’s blood. In-
spired by a photograph of Lucy Harker, Jonathan’s wife, Dracula 
moves to Varna, bringing with him death and plague. In this ver-
sion of Dracula, the vampire bears the burden of not being able  
to get old and die. The film is not rated.

The NDSU Art Cinema Series presents an intelligent and unique 
film once a month at the Fargo Theatre.

More information is available at www.ndsu.edu/finearts.

 

NDSU plans Family Weekend
NDSU Family Weekend is scheduled for Oct. 9-11. A chance for 
families to visit campus and spend time with their student while 
experiencing art, academics and athletics at NDSU, more than 
500 family members typically participate in the annual event.

Families can attend activities including the President’s Breakfast, 
a football game versus the University of Northern Iowa and many 
other campus tours and events.

For a detailed schedule, call Nancy Mueller from the Office of 
Orientation and Student Success at 1-8379.

Little Country Theatre presents 
‘Nickel and Dimed’
The NDSU Little Country Theatre begins its 96th season with 
“Nickel and Dimed,” a play by Joan Holden, which is a true 
story about people struggling to survive on minimum wage. The 
production is based on the book “Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) 
Getting By in America,” by Barbara Ehrenreich.

“Nickel and Dimed” will run Oct. 8-10 and Oct. 15-18 in Walsh 
Studio Theatre, Askanase Hall, 1301 12th Ave. N. Show times are 
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday through Saturday and 2 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tickets are $10 for adults; $8 for seniors, NDSU faculty, staff and 
alumni; $8 for non-NDSU students; and $5 for NDSU students. 

In this docudrama, journalist Ehrenreich recounts the year she 
spent living on minimum wage. Starting as a waitress and hotel 
maid in Florida, then cleaning houses in Maine and finally work-
ing at the thinly disguised Mall-Mart in Minneapolis, Ehrenreich 
documents the lives of the working poor in America. 

For tickets or more information, contact the Fine Arts Box Office 
at 1-7969, ndsu.fine.arts@ndsu.edu or go to Music Education Room 
115. More information is available at www.ndsu.edu/finearts.
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shorts & reminders
Positions Available
Positions open and screening dates through 
the Office of Human Resources, SGC, 1919 N. 
University Drive. Position openings also are 
available through the NDSU Web site at  
www.ndsu.edu/jobs.

Food Service Worker/#00018556  
Nine-month position
August through May 
Dining Services - Memorial Union
$8+/hour
Open until filled

Metadata and Cataloging Librarian
#00026079
Library
$42,000 minimum/year
Sept. 30

Food Technology Specialist
Plant Sciences
$28,000+/year
Oct. 1

Systems Engineer
Five positions available
Center for Nanoscale Science and Engineering  
Commensurate with Experience 
Oct. 8

Director of Student Health Service 
#00024621
Student Health Services 
$70,000+/year
Oct. 8

Milling Specialist
Northern Crops Institute
Salary commensurate with experience 
Oct. 9

Food Technologist
Northern Crops Institute
Salary commensurate with experience
Oct. 9

NDSU hosts three-part series on 
retirement and personal finance
NDSU Distance and Continuing Education will host a three-part 
Retirement and Personal Finance series Oct. 6, 8 and 13 from  
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in the SGC Building at 1919 N. University 
Drive, Fargo. Three evening sessions will discuss an overview of in-
vesting, important strategies for retirement, three critical types of 
insurance and estate planning. This program is designed for anyone 
who wants to learn more about planning for retirement. All ages 
and knowledge levels are welcome to attend.

Jana Thielges, a finance adviser, will present each session. She has 
worked as a tax specialist, director of finance for the North Dakota 
Supreme, District and Juvenile Courts, financial auditor and as-
sistant director for Nanoscale Science and Engineering at NDSU 
before becoming a financial adviser. The cost is $49 for the first 
participant and an additional $10 for a guest.

To register, go to www.ndsu.edu/dce (Non-Credit Activity: Confer-
ences/Events/Workshops). The registration deadline is Oct. 5. For 
more information, contact Distance and Continuing Education at 
1-7015, toll free 1-800-726-1724 or visit www.ndsu.edu/dce.

Midday Music Series announced
The first performance of the Midday Music Series, featuring the 
NDSU Concert Choir, is scheduled for Friday, Oct. 2, from 12:15 p.m. 
to 12:45 p.m. in the Reineke Fine Arts Center Challey Atrium (Music 
Education Building). The performance is free and open to the public. 
Tables are available for the audience to enjoy their own brown bag 
lunches while listening to the sounds of the choir.

Directed by Jo Ann Miller, the Concert Choir will perform pieces 
by Giovanni Palestrina, Edwin Fissinger, Gustav Holst and Charles 
Stanford. The pieces are a sample of what the choir will perform in 
upcoming full concerts. 

Future Midday Music performances with the Concert Choir are 
planned for Wednesday, Dec. 2, and Friday, Dec. 11, at 12:15 p.m.

Drug delivery innovation expert 
to give presentation at NDSU
Hamid Ghandehari, distinguished scientist and expert in drug delivery 
innovation, will visit the NDSU Department of Pharmaceutical  
Sciences to share information about engineering nanoconstructs for 
targeted drug and gene delivery. He will visit with faculty and graduate 
students and deliver a presentation on Tuesday, Oct. 6, at 11:30 a.m. in 
Sudro Hall, room 20A/20B. The seminar is free and open to the public.

His research, funded by the National Institutes of Health, National 
Science Foundation and other agencies, focuses on the design of 
new polymers for gene therapy of head and neck cancer, targeted 
delivery of antiangiogenic inhibitors, oral delivery of chemothera-
peutics by polymeric carriers, assessing the biocompatibility and 
cellular trafficking of organic and inorganic nanoconstructs, and 
design and development of stimuli-sensitive hybrid nanoparticles 
for controlled chemical delivery.

Newest Bison Athletic Hall  
of Fame class to be inducted 
NDSU will induct the 38th annual class of seven new members into 
the Bison Athletic Hall of Fame and its third national championship 
team into the Bison Athletic Hall of Champions on Friday, Oct. 2, 
at 11 a.m. at the Holiday Inn, Fargo. Addition of the new members 
brings the number of enshrined individuals to 231.

The newest members are the 1969 NDSU national championship 
football team represented by co-captain and middle linebacker Stu 
Helgason; All-America volleyball middle hitter and basketball player 
Jen Miller (Hume) (1979-82); NCAA Division II national champion 
wrestler Rick Goeb (1985-88); All-America setter Becky Schulze 
(1986-89); men’s basketball standout Dan Wilberscheid (1984-88); 
All-America track and field performer Lisa Ristau-Eckroth (1987-
91); All-America volleyball middle hitter Brenda Schultz Foti (1987-
90); and All-America inside linebacker Steve Garske (1980-83).

NDSU Athletic Media Relations Office. Tickets are $25 and can be 
reserved by calling 1-7197. 
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September

30 YMCA of NDSU Brown Bag – “Live 
United,” noon to 1 p.m., Memorial Union 
Arikara room

October

1-22 Reineke Visual Arts Gallery – 
NDSU Visual Arts Faculty Exhibit. A recep-
tion is set for Friday, Oct. 9, at 4 p.m.

1 State of the University Address  – 
President Chapman, 11 a.m., Festival  
Concert Hall

1 Equity, Diversity, and Global Outreach 
– “What is Culture?” 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 
p.m., Memorial Union, Arikara room. Spon-
sored by Office of Multicultural Programs.

1 Chemistry and Molecular Biology – 
“Imaging Signaling Biochemistry in Living 
Cells by Fluorescence Resonance Energy 
Transfer,” Adam Hoppe, assistant professor 
at South Dakota State University, 3:45 p.m., 
Dunbar 152

1 Faculty Recital – Robert Jones, bari-
tone, 7:30 p.m., Beckwith Recital Hall. Free 
admission.

2 Bison Athletic Hall of Fame Luncheon, 
11 a.m., Fargo Holiday Inn, Great Hall. 

2 Richard H. Barry Hall Building 
Dedication, 2 p.m., 811 2nd Ave. N., Fargo

2 Bison Bidders Bowl Silent Auction 
Preview, 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., Fargo Holiday 
Inn, Harvest Hall

2 Alumni Honors Dinner and Awards 
Presentation, 6 p.m., Fargo Holiday Inn, 
Great Hall. Cost is $40 per person. Contact 
the Alumni Association at 1-6800 for more 
information.

2 Gold Star Band Reunion – March to the 
Beat Meet and Greet Social, 7:30 p.m. to 
midnight, Plains Art Museum, Fargo

2 Blue Key Homecoming Show and 
Coronation, 7:30 p.m., Festival Concert Hall
 

3 Renaissance Gallery – “Print-athon 
featuring Dwelling participants,” 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Free admission.

3 Gold Star Band Reunion – Herd Up for 
the Parade/Alumni Band Rehearsal, 8 a.m. 
Fargodome

3 NDSU Alumni Center Open House,
 9 a.m. to noon, 1241 N. University Dr.

3 Homecoming Parade, 10 a.m., North
University Drive and 12th Ave. North

3 Bison Tailgate fun, 11 a.m., Fargodome 
parking lots

3 Bison Pep Rally and Lunch, 11 a.m., 
Bison Sports Arena. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the door and cost $8 for adults 
and $4 for children age 10 and under.

3 Circle of Players Endowment 
Recognition Reception, 11:30 a.m., 
Lobby of Askanase Hall

3 Football vs. Illinois State 
(Homecoming), 1 p.m., Fargodome

calendar


