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FRESS RELEASE FUR,KIND CIRCULATION & PUBLICATION

Sub: Deepor 3=2el - A golde-mine for sccicmeco wmic upliftment

has been raising voice of protest against

From June last the o}
the possible detrimental emvironmental imyaét due to the proposed
construction of a B.G. Line through ERg Deepor Beél. We have
always been pointing out that the N.F, Railway is not the only
‘enémy to the wetland which has been declarsd as a Wetland of

. International Importance under the Ramsar-éonéentianfonly recently.
The mushroom growgh of industries, civil construction, ﬁllegal

)

settlement, brick fields and industrial e:fluent disposal are a few
of the many problems being faced hy the wetland. _ We are rather

4
thankful to the Indian Railwayvs for providing us an eye openner by
>o8ing the urpethical con tructions in the form of a track, a
in the area, What the INSTER
5 an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Study
the Beel. We have observed with ‘
eing adopted by authorities csncerné

t Letigation Petition to

and a=e planning to move a Public Interes

fsrée the Railways to complete the construction of Jogighopa« ,
-Kamakia {Guwzhati) 2.C.Lire within the target period but with pfopeﬁ
studies. The Union Minister fof Railways Mr. Geopge Fernandes, !

The Union Minister of Staste for Environment and Forest Mrs. Maneksa
Union Environment Department, the

S s
Railways and others have been dusly informed ; but, unfort tunately

ours wviews are not taken seriously by anybody.

Deepor Beel serves as the residence and winter transit for many

thousands of birds including those from Siberia. Apart from it :
being worth preserving from avi-fauna point of view, there are a few%
very important socio-economic needs to which this wetland catérs #Z¥ ;
and Deepor Beel bears striking similarity with the Char Nombor Bheri

Ceee2,
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class p2ople can be boosted up b
= & h
ng captive fisheries
s
[

However, unfortunately fishing is

now being done by rich mchaldars and lecal people are totally

deprived. The State Fisheries Development Corporation has
a proposal to convert 4,40 sg.kms of the 54.89 5q.kms weglgnd
into a naturad fisherigd. Local people will have sole

x

ight for fishing under this UN Foodd and Agricultural Organi=
(FROj ect under World Food Programme. Deéelopment
isheries would be very preductive and weuld help in
easing 50,000 tonnes per annum deficit of fish in the State,
INSTER stands for development of more such fisheries in the

tion of the local people,

2) The Unigue topography and natural beauty of forest and water
co=-gxisting, the area makss 2 poitential spot 7 “ox winter
tourist atitractiorn. It may be noted that Guwahati though
the only major city in tha NW.E=. India lacks badly in recreati=-
onal and tourisits attraction spots except for small artificial

DarKs, D&eper is only 18 Xm from downetown Guwahati and has
beenh identified as a Botanical Garden=-cum=-City Forestecum-
regional park vide Government of Assam Notification W TCP.79/
83/56 dt. 25th Sspt., 1988, Being accessible from the

tael :

3) The wetland Fg#ss serves as the storm~water basin for Guwahati
City and without it the already worse flash flood problem in é
the city will only worsen. Guwaha ti would be the Vehide “ %

"Vennice of the Zast®, The State Flood wOﬁ*IOl Department ;
nas AYYAdy already worked out a proposal to drain off Guwahati
water through Deespor 3esl taking advantags of the natursl
Lopograghy, 50 far, thare is no other technically feasible

propesal for Suwahiati drainage, ¢ese03e
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4) The winter grasseland S8%

efit to the local people. aAnimal fodder is
from the area during both summer and winter.
£ "Mokhona" { a de 1ecidus vegetarian product from
name; also makes a very profltable
rocessed Mokhona is sold at nearly
cal markets and beihg sent to out-side the

osal fﬁr a RE An<%EEE>SAV”TUARV in
materia 1izes, itrwould be a real boon Lor;the

(%))
S

The Government of Assam belng under nressure
the Beel as a Sanctuary- ;/

¥ does not evan i 1ude the 1nlmtl and the‘
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water to the Beel and includes that area where blrds"
for rest only. Large scale'bird traoolng'anﬁ kl&lsng
h ng over LlShlhg « New

permits have been issued for brick fields and 1nﬂgstriesiamé
large scale civil construction is on. te

ore of the best Dvammles of envzionmentallsts standing

nent fﬁfﬁﬁg as agavﬁQt popular belleveo, However, we have

thorities are working auawnst the interest of
peoples by proposing anti-people new alignments, We demand
Ers., Maneka Gandhi urgently and awaiting to

( B. Goswami) &

{ A.S.Choudhury)

Asstt, CGeneral Secrekaries
INSTER, Buwahati-14,




