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As of April 7, 2008, the NIH Public Access Policy goes into effect. What this policy does, is ensure that 
published research done through NIH funding is made available for public access through PubMed 
Central, which is a free digital archive. 
 
The NIH Public Access Policy (NOT-OD-05-022) is mandated by Division G. Title II, Section 218 of PL 
110-161 (Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2008), which states: 
 
ά¢ƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƻǊǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bLI 
submit or have submitted for them to thŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜΩǎ tǳōaŜŘ /ŜƴǘŜǊŀƭ ŀƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ 
version of their final, peer-reviewed manuscripts upon acceptance for publication, to be made publicly 
available no later than 12 months after the official date of publication: Provided, That the NIH shall 
ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻǇȅǊƛƎƘǘ ƭŀǿΦέ 
 
Research, Creative Activities & Technology Transfer (RCATT) has an NIH Signature Form available on 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƭŜŀŘ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ LƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƻǊǎ όtLΩǎύ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƻ 
bLIΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎΣ bLI ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ tLΩǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
submitting is true, that the PI understands that false statements could result in penalties, and that the 
PI accepts responsibility for the scientific conduct of the project.  
 
Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘΣ tLΩǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ 
deposit the final published article in PubMed Central. This will mean a closer look at any copyright 
assignments or publication agreements ς the PI does not want to sign these agreements if they are 
ƛƴŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tLΩǎ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bLI tǳōƭƛŎ !ŎŎŜǎǎ tƻƭƛŎȅΦ ²ƘŜƴ tLΩǎ ŀǊŜ provided with a 
copyright assignment or other publication agreement, a quick review should tell you whether or not 
they retain the right to deposit the article in PubMed Central. If language is not included in a copyright 
assignment or other publication agreement to permit the PI to retain this right, the NIH has suggested 
inclusion of the following language: 
 
άWƻǳǊƴŀƭ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊ ǊŜǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
NIH upon acceptance for Journal publication, for public archiving in PubMed Central as soon as 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ мн ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ WƻǳǊƴŀƭΦέ 
 
There are several additional requirements to the new NIH Public Access Policy, and it is recommended 
that all faculty, research staff, and students involved with NIH funding review the policy and FAQs 
located at http://publicaccess.nih.gov/. 
 
If you have any questions concerning the interpretation of the copyright agreements, please contact 
ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƻǳƴǎŜƭΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǘ ном-8741. 
 
If you have any questions concerning the NIH Public Access Policy, please contact the Sponsored 
Programs Office at 231-9608. 
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